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April 1996 5 involving some of the pressure reducing valves which were installed on standpipe risers to control
outlet pressures ( the building had a single zone system for all 62 floors ). Improperly set pressure reducing
valves allowed excess pressures to reach the hoselines; some of them burst handlines, while others were difficult
to control. Firefighters could not use elevators because fire department policy prohibited their use. All equip-
ment ( including over 300 air cylinders ) had to be carried up stairs to fight the fire. The buildings electrical
system and internal communications systems also failed, primarily due to water damage. Several occupants
were rescued from the roof by helicopter. A crew of firefighters was flown to the roof to access the stairwells
and rescue other trapped occupants. These efforts were unsuccessful because the stair shafts had become
virtual chimneys. The electrical failure shut down stairwell pres-surization fans. Stairwell doors, kept ajar by
handlines, allowed for infiltration of smoke. One of the rescue teams had to be rescued by a second team. A
civilian security guard who took an elevator to the fire floor to investigate the alarm was the only fatality.
Fourteen firefighters were injured in the fire. The fire caused an estimated 450 million in damages. Bankers
Trust Fire--On the night of January 31, 1993, a fire destroyed two floors of the unsprinklered 42 story Bankers
Trust building in New York City. The fire is believed to have broken out in the ple-num space on the sixth floor.
Fire quickly spread through the...
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