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indexed. Not illustrated. 1836 Excerpt: .| did but jest. Fear 1 The great god Hermes bear me witness, | should
meet with confidence, and before the assembled world, the boldest gladiator that ever trod the arena; let them
hunt the Elbe or the Danube for their brawniest giants, let them bring Arab or Moor, Briton, Greek or Numidian,
| will meet the best of them, foot to foot, hand to hand, before assembled Rome, and that as soon as notice can
be given to these doubting slaves of mine. Go, Eclectus, announce to the people that Commodus, their emperor,
will cast aside his imperial robes and his imperial power, and challenges the universe for a match. Begone! By
the thunder of Jupiter! the thought makes my lagging pulses beat anew. Sefi! loitering slave, wine! The tawny
Parthian presented a crystal charger of Chian. The two parasites withdrew, and Sefi remained alone with his
master, excepting the mute slaves who, waiting in an ante-chamber, came and went at the slightest summons,
and for every idle caprice. It was at certain times the practice of urge among my subjects? a petition the
emperor thus to feast alone, flinging from the people? off, with the cares of empire, much of its We are come
now, replied Clau formal pomp. He had been previous to dius, on affairs relating solely to this interview
engaged as usual in prac-thyself. tising the sports in which he so much Myself! delighted, several gladiators
having had The day is...
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