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Smithsonian Institution Scholarly Press, United States, 2015.
Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. On April 5, 1945, more than sixty
black officers of the U.S. Army Air Forces were arrested for
entering a whites-only club at Freeman Field, Indiana, to protest
therigid segregation and unequal policies under which they and
all African American airmen were forced to serve. Termed a
mutiny by the white commanders at the base, the incident was
one of several racial conflicts during the next four years that
helped convince senior officers in the newly independent Air
Force that segregation was an inefficient personnel policy.
Documenting the racial integration of the Air Force from the end
of World War Il to the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Alan
L. Gropman contends that the service desegregated itself not for
moral or political reasons but to improve military effectiveness.
He draws on a range of unpublished records to show that, while
proceeding smoothly, Air Force integration initially did little to
ensure fair promotion practices or to protect African Americans
from off-post discrimination, especially in housing,
entertainment, and education. Gropman also outlines the
political motivations of President...
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