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U.S. Ports of Entry, National Academy of Sciences, Board on
Global Health, Board on Population Health and Public Health
DOWNLOAD PDF Practice, Institute of Medicine, To mitigate the risks posed by
microbial threats of public health significance originating
abroad, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
places small groups of staff at major U.S. airports. These staff,
their offices, and their patient isolation rooms constitute
quarantine stations, which are run by CDC's Division of Global
Migration and Quarantine (DGMQ). Congress began to allocate
funds in fiscal 2003 for the establishment of new quarantine
stations at 17 major U.S. ports of entry that comprise airports,
seaports, and land-border crossings. In a significant departure
from the recent past, both the preexisting 8 quarantine stations
and the new 17 are expected to play an active, anticipatory role
in nationwide biosurveillance. Consequently, DGMQ asked the
Institute of Medicine (IOM) to convene an expert committee to
assess the present CDC quarantine stations and recommend how
they should evolve to meet the challenges...
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