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indexed. Not illustrated. 1850 Excerpt: .and increasing manufacturing or commercial towns, and see if my
description is exaggerated. An hour s walk in any one will sufiice to convince you of its sad truth. And are you
then willing to aid in stimulating this system? Greater evils never threatened civilisation and religion, than the
great cities which have been springing into existence within the last one hundred years. If we would save
civilisation, religion, and the morality and happiness of our people, we must reform our towns. And one great
step towards that end will be to do away with those causes, which drive so many of our agricultural population
into them. Dr. Channing, in his Duty of Free States, says: -- To a man who looks with sympathy and brotherly
regard on the mass of the people, who is chiefly in terested in the lower classes, England must present much
that is repulsive. The condition of the lower classes at the present moment is a mournful comment on English
institutions and civilisation. The multitude are depressed in that country to a degree of ignorance, want, and
misery, which must touch every heart not made of stone. In the civilised world there are few sadder spectacles
than the present contrast in Great Britain of unbounded wealth and luxury, with the starvation of thousands
and tens of thousands, crowded into cellars and dens, without ventilation or light, compared with which the
Wigwam of the Indian is a palace. Misery, famine, brutal degradation,...
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