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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 198 x 129 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Hawthorne and His Mosses (1850) is an essay and critical review by
Herman Melville of the short story collection Mosses from an Old Manse written by Nathaniel Hawthorne in 1846.
Published anonymously by a Virginian spending July in Vermont, it appeared in the New York Literary World
magazine in two issues: August 17 and August 24, 1850. An early, literary expression of the mid-nineteenth
century Young America movement, the work has been cited as an important commentary on, and analysis of,
the emerging New American Literature. Melville met the author Nathaniel Hawthorne at a picnic and an
ensuing hike up Monument Mountain in the Berkshires of western Massachusetts on August 5, 1850. Also among
the hikers were James Thomas Fields, Cornelius Mathews, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. Melville and
Hawthorne established an immediate and intense connection. As a local journalist would later write: the two
were compelled to take shelter in a narrow recess of the rocks. Two hours of enforced intercourse settled the
matter. They learned so much of each other s character, and found that they held so much of thought, feeling
and opinion in common, that the most intimate friendship for the future was inevitable. Melville had previously
been given a copy of Mosses from an Old Manse as a gift but had not read it. It is unclear if he began writing the
review of the book before or after meeting Hawthorne. He was, however, certainly impressed by Hawthorne
and, though the book had been published four years previously, he completed his review. Another of the hikers,
Evert Augustus Duyckinck, publisher of the periodical New York Literary World, offered to delay his departure...
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