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The spirit of age, the freedom of the Congregational order in church government, the principles of American
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articulate the thoughts that were latent in many hearts. They interpreted the convictions and hopes of their
fellow-citizens. The movement was the logical development of Puritan idealism, and was nourished by the
initiative and decision of the men whose careers are described in this book. The times produced the individual
leaders shaped the times. There are, however, four dates in the first quarter of the nineteenth century which
can at least be taken as landmarks in the development of an organized Unitarianism in America. The first is
1805, when Henry Ware, an avowed Unitarian, was elected Hollis Professor of Divinity in Harvard College. This
appointment was the clear indication that the influence of the oldest and largest American colleges was to be
counted on the side of intellectual and religious liberty. It was the manifestation of the growing strength of the
liberal party, and became therefore the starting point of the controversy which ultimately divided the
Congregational churches of New England. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
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